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The International Interior Design Association (IIDA) is a professional networking and
educational association. [IDA works to raise the visibility of our members, to educate
public officials about the value of what we do, and to generally increase awareness
and understanding of our work and impact we make in our communities.

We are the [IDA OHKY chapter and we have city centers in Cleveland/Akron,
Columbus, Cincinnati/Dayton, Toledo, and Louisville/Lexington. Our goal with this
book is to make it a available to children of all ages within each of our chapter’s city
center locations to serve as a tool to educate young minds (like you!) about the field
of commercial interior design.

What is commercial interior design?

Any building code-impacted interior environment requires commercial interior design.
This includes all public spaces such as offices, schools, retail, hospitality, entertainment
spaces...essentailly, anything that isn’t a private residential interior. Interior design
empasses the analysis, planning, design, documentation, and management of

interior non-structural/non-seismic construction, and alteration projects in compliance
with applicable building design and construction, fire, life-safety, and energy codes,
standards, regulations, and guidelines for he purpose of obtaining a building permit,
as allowed by law.

What do commercial interior designers do daily?

Everyday is different for interior designers! Much of this depends on what phase our
projects are in. Some specific tasks that we do but, not limited to, developing floor
plans, designing building interior's in 3D, designing branding graphics, and selecting
interior building finishes and furnishings.

Our 5-Year Goal:

Our goal for 2027 is to advance legislation efforts for the profession of interior design
in Ohio. After a state legisature passes a law that creates a title of “Registered Interior
Designer” (RID), only those who have submitted the necessary education, experience,
and examination to the state can call themselves a “RID"”. Sometimes these laws also
allow RIDs to stamp and seal drawings for permits and/or bid on state projects. In
some cases, registration is used interchangeably with certification. The IIDA OHKY
chapter continually supports legislation efforts to advance the profession of interior
design in both Ohio and Kentucky.
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